: rade in particular, and t great 
ort 2 it over all other Branches of Trade. 
\ reſent State of 1 it in Ex LAND and ae 
; With an Account of our 1 ſs, and their zains. Toy” 
br | The Danger we are in of becoming a Province' to Fa ANCE, - 8 
= - unleſs an Effectual and Immediate Stop be put to che 
- 2 tation of- our Wool. F 2 . I * | is Dk 8 . | 
A Narrative of the Ste i | 
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Make no Nager 4 Apology for addreſſing the. 
. following ter of Api Longing „ber 
cauſe they immediately concern the Saf fery of. 
X his Majeſty, whom you haye the Honour to 11100 | 
Preſent; and the whole N ation, in whoſe 
you have ſo large an Intereſt. As far as I am capa ape | 
of judging, they are both in the utmoſt Danger; 
therefore it is not only excuſable in me, hut my if 
deſpehſable Duty, ET ye your Lordſhips a juſt Ap. 
R of qur Ce coin IL am nar any 2 inf 


97 do 
not wee" your parka _ in Bebit of ſuch 


an inſignificant Perſon as the Author of this Pam- 


phlet, but of the King, and Kingdom. I am net 
inſenſible of the Diſtance between your Lordſhips 
and my ſelf, and of the reſpectful Regard which ought . 
to be 2000 to you. But, My Lords, as I ought to 
s my ſelf to Perſons of fuch high Dignity with 
Hymility and Reverence, ſo when I am ſpeaking 


upon an Occaſion of fuch vaſt Importance, no one 


could think me in earneſt, if I did not ſpeak with 
ſome Emotion. lt is not that I forget the Heighth 
of your Station, or the Lowneſs of my own, bur be- 


-cauſe I am afraid leſt we ſhould ſoon be brought 


upon a Level, OO being involved in one common. 


Fre 
* 
1 . 
. * „ 


=: Ka. Be GEE d 1 Ax 1 ter ts SS 
well grounded, I do. earn Al A8 your | «© 
[ | "Lord ips tõ examine p State of _ 
F the Woollen Trade, and to cull Ts Wiſdom in 
| finding out ſomee Method to recover it. Very 
certain I am, that unleſs you do, his Maj vill | 
not long continue to be our King, nor we continue to 
be a_Fr ee People, We ſhall unavoidahly fall a. Sa- 
cri do i che Amb Ambition of France; and our Deſtrac- | 
tion will as neceffarily be followed by that of Europe. 
I do humbly conceive that the Scheme which Nr. 
Mobber has offer'd to the Publick will prove an ef. j ® 
_ fequal one, and that the Charter which "4 Majeſty. WW - 
was f pleaſed to grant him, will be highly benchichl = Þ- 
"the Nation: He has clearly convinced my Judg- | 955 
ment, and 1 will mike as little dqubr but that a wi _ 
eaſily convince your Lordſhips, whenever he ſhall be 
oured with an Opportunity, to explain himſelf. 
But, be that as it will, this melancholy Truth I muſt 
repeat to your Lordſhips; _ unleſs the Exportation of LE 
au Wool be ſtopp'd by ſome Means or another, the : 
ation muſt be Toln'd and 1 moft heartily beg of : 
od to direct your Counſels to the belt Megfures for 
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5 more fatal 8 yinpiom atte; 

— fenſfebility. 1 

4 | | uſually paſt Cure. his Caſe; 80 
1 eh "not beyond the reach of Medicines, while he thinks 
f | | ' himſelf in a State of Health, it will be difficult ti 
al | 1 . any Attempts towards convincing him that he is 


* 


* and more difficult ſtill to HI him to 7 pore Reme-. 
dies for his Recovery, wn — yp any at all. 

| Or, if the real Diſtemper or — he muſt una 
| voidably die, let the Saal ye the Phyfician be ever ſo great, and his 
Preſcriptions the beſt adapted to what he appiehends to be the Caſe. 

The Reader will eafily ſee — by the Patient, I mean Great In. 

Jain and Ireland ; 2 12 heartily wiſh, the: Condition between 

| Them and that of a 2 Man were leſs juſt. We have been in a Con- 


eakneſs that renders our Recovery v difficult, tho" not impoſlibles. 
and yet, like others in that 1 iſtemper, ſo inſenſible of our 
Danger, that inſtead of being thanktul for ſo friendly an Office, we 
are angry with thoſe who warn us of it, or offer to preſcribe to us. — 

As is uſual in Conſumptive Caſes, though our Want of Strength and 

Spirits makes us peeviſh and fretful, -we are quite ignorant of the 
mrue Canſcofit, and unmindful of the proper Method of Care. There 
"a | is a Perſon, ſeemingly rais'd up by Providence, who has laid before 
, | us the tres Sexe of one Cab, what is neceſſary to be done, but 


- 


TE his Remanfrences and his Preſcriptions have not only been flighted, 
| but aur: HenelaQor has been ie with Lunag, and Di 8 1 


4. 


4 


tian a conſiderable Time, and are now reduced to a State of 
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The Difemper of which we are ſo ſick, is the Decay of our 
Woollen Trade; and the Cas/e of our Diſtemper is, the Exportation 
of our aunmanufatur'd Moo i Foreigners... For abave 
we have been gradually, but nat by {aw Degrees, waſting. In our. - 
Riches and Strength; the Rents of Houſes in Cities and Towns have 
been ſinking, or becoming uninhabited ; the Rents of Gentlemen 
Efates have been falling, and ill paid, or thrown upon the Land- 
lord's Hands; Money, in . has been growing 
more and more ſcarce; for Want of Employment the Number o 
Poor has been enęreaſing, while our Capagity to maintain them has 
een growing leſs s Te page ihe Len len ung Towns, - 
are akaot' rained by Deeay of their Manufacture; "thoſe 
few who have ſomething left, made almoſt Beggars by the Weight 
of Pariſh-Rates 3; the French, our fnatural and] irreconcileable Ene- 
mies, have been all this while gaming the Riches which we have 
loſt, and daily e ſtronger, in proportion as we have been 
rowing weaker ; and all this through our own ſtupid Folly, in not 
eeping our Mol at Home ——Fhis is ur deployable. Condition, 
excceding bad in itſelf, : but this more e becauſe few have 
a juſt Apprehenſion pf it, ſome fit ſtill in. Deſpair, others are too in- 
dolent to ſeek Information, and many too conceited to accept of 
it. There is another Set of People (tho' nothing but known Facts 
would make ſo monſtrous a Truth credible) who ſeem to be in 
Pain for ſear their Country and their Families ſhonld not be ruin d. 
_ uſe a deal 8 Induſtry 2 the Nation From | 
ſeeing its Danger, or taking proper, Meaſures to. prevent its De- 
| fruttion. | — | Ia Siavery, and Popifo Nees, ſo 
dreadful to our Forefathers, become Triflas not worth regarding. by 
us ?. Are Freedom, Plenty, and gur Religion, fo highly efteem'd by: 
all the, reſt of Mankind, grown too inconſiderable to deſerve our 
Care and Concern? And if they be Things of ſuch vaſt Impor- 
tance to our Happineſs, as they have hitherto been eſteem'd, does 
it not become us carefully to attend to the preſent State of the 
Nation, to examine whether it be in fo bad a Condition as I have 
— roma 3 it, and, if it be, to exert ourſelves with the utmoſt 
Vigour for aur Preſervation; I only defire my Fellow Citizens,” 
and Fellow Countryzzen to act like netiona/ Creatures; to think 
and judge for themſelves. All that I propoſe is, to hep them, if 
they will read over a ſew Pages, to form a right Judgment. of their 
Caſe, that they may be awaken'd out of their Lethargy, and ani- 
mated to take ſpeedy Meaſures for their Recovery. And for this 
. Purpoſe, I earneſtly. defire-them to conſider the following Partieu- 


— 


„„ „ / w wh cv ES: 


- 


_ The Conſequences of Trade, as to the Health and Strength of 
any Nation. : E RS 


2. The Conſequences of the pollen Trade in particular; the great 
Syperiority of ĩt over all other Brarthes of Trade. 

3. The preſent State of it in Ex land and France ;. the wait Loſs 
which we ſuſtain yearly by its great Decay among us, and; tha. im- 
menſe Gains of the French by their Improvement of it. 
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"nt 9 — take care to recqver / dur M, Trade, . 
1 anmanufitur A Woo! to. 

"Mine ben cheſe Particulars ard fully examined and weigh'd, dis 

Reader. will be aſtoniſhed to hear what 

by a. moſt-ingenious amd honeſt-Projeftor, to fave us from Ruin; 

and what- little Regard has been paid to his generous Endeavour. 


1. The firſt Particular to be 'confider'd is, the Conſeqtieneen of 


Trade, in reſpect co che Wealth and Sereageb of any Nation.” H 
upon this Head any one may bare reaſonable Satisfabtion, either 

from Fas, or Arguments ; From che known H; of Nations, or 
from th Naur and Reaſon of che Thing. From the 


we learn that thus it has beon-incall Countries 3 and from the latter | 


ws ca pre that thus it muſt bd l 59: 

; ine the Hiſtory of uli che Nations in the World, we 
wall if ber to- have been che richeſt ( excepting ſuch as” had 
Mines of Gold at Home) who extended their Trade and Commerte 
the fartheſt.” The Compaſi of amy Defign will not permit me 70 
draw up a: Hiſtory df ſchis Matter at la 
myſelf with ſome Particular, flagrant 1 
Has ever rend his Bib, or —— Hiſtory of the Fows, ' can be 
_ of the immenſe Treaſures King David and (King 

brought Home ffom Nreiga Countrigs: by the Improvs- 
ment of Commeres. The Nlenty of Gold and ilver- under the 
— thoſe | two Kings, eſpecially the latter; would be” af- 
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Steps have been taken, 


r86; but I muſt content 
es. No Man, whd 
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incredible, did we not know che Hiſtorians, Who gave the | 


Account to be infa//ible..' Next to Them,” antient-Hiſtory aH se 


nothing beyond the Hrians, and their Deſcendants; the Carthage 
aan, who enrich'd themſelves in the ſame Manner ko an extras 


dinary Degree: But the Effects of Trace: _ Commerce are evi 


dent. enough from the known State of Whereber | 
have flouriſh'd moſt, thoſe Nations bare beam — — What 
is the Cauſe of the great Want of Money almoſt Al over 


but their Want of Trade and Commerte? Ho came the Seared) of. 


Holland, a- Country very 'fmall: in Extent, to have ſo many large 
and populous Cities, and to be able to bear ſuch a vaſt Load of 
_— }- Could the Culture of their Land employ ſo many Hands 


r Towns, or the Produits of it raiſe ſo much Money? How 


btn, Trance to be fo poor, before the Improvement of their Trade. 


and ſo rich now, notwithſtanding the vaſt Expences that they have 


been at in the Affair of Polamd and Fahy, in maintaining an n 
of near 200, ooo Men, in the continual Repair and Improvement 
of vaſt Fortifications, and erecting new Ports; how, I lay, came 

this, once beggarly People, while they have beet ſupporting ach 


Charges, to be in Conditibn. to lend Money to che keceſſtous En 


ror, to aſfiſt Spain, and to put * Sums into our Fand. 
f Earth would do ſuch great Things, they had as much Land 
BEFORE, as they have had fince the — of their Margfuctu- 
riat. Their Trade has done all: Tnar Trade which they have 
1 or, W which we have given chem. Yanders 


{fee 


1 — 2 Mr. Londox of: | 


Ye. inte. 8 \Confoderations on. the | Importance. of abr Muell Ma- = 


- fal8arics]-is | 'z-notorious Proof that Fade: may become n almoſt 
anexhituſtible Sourer of Wealth to a Nation. By this, ſays 
Mr. Land, ut were founded thoſe numerous, regular, and 
. well. built Cities wherewith it abounds, full of cent 
Churches, adorn'd after their Manner with exquiſite Palitivgs, 
«+ and rich Oraaments of 3 Value ; of gisat and. ſtately 
«© Monaſteries and Canvents ſo richly endowed, that ſomelof their 
* Revenues equal- chat of Princes ; f ſuperb Town-Halls, and 
„ Magazines | for the Accommodation and — cory 

< their ManufaQuries ;- of Canals of vaſt Breadth-and: 

<< the Conveyance of Goods from one T another, - Leds; 
<, ſo as to raiſe Veſſels, ſometimes, 30 9 — 


the whole dug out and erected: at — à vaſt Expence that it : 7 


<< almoſt exceeds. Belief.” But when they: loſt their Trade, their 
Cities became;.almoſt uninhabited, and the Graſs | grew. in their 
Exchanges. But if we had nat —— —— from broad, 
of the — — — ariſing from Trade, the Hiſtory of our on 
Country might convince us. Wine e e go back only -as far a2 
the Times before Henryithe VIIth began our — Manu- 
Fa@uriet, and compare the Quantity: of Specie in the Nase an 5 
the Price of Labour, with the Tg of King William,.and Qu 
| 2 When, on t- "Dade was in Its Ne ye _— 


prove — — any — 1 7 f — 
ther upon this Head, how Crack robs the Value ef Land, and im- 
proves Gentlemen's E/fares 3 for,. the Number of People that are 
_ employ'd and maintain'd by it, occaſions: the Land to be more im- 
proved, in order to ſupply thoſe Peaple' with Proviſions, ſupports 
the Farmer by conſuming the Products of it, and occafions a Cir- 
<ulation of Commerce in every Branch of it, beyond what can 
poſſihly be where there are fewer People, or the People have leſs 
Money to lay out. For which : Reaſons, thoſe Parts of the Coun- 
try where our Trade has Houriſh'd maths po dren, en Sead 
the beit cultivated. +; 
That Trade is the Source of Niles, is a Truth which appears 
from. Fa#s, but we may ſhew from the Nature of the Thing that 
it muſt be ſa. | If a Nation has no Mares. of it own-Growth;. how 
can the Peo cople grow the richer by Dealing with one another. They 
may by Induſtry improve — their Country, and they 
may exchange one T ng. for another, but all this Commerce can 
produce no Money, When any of our Products are esport to 
Foreigners ſor Money, . «this brings into the Nation ſo m 2 
titious Riches. ' If thoſe Products, before Exportation, be. mana- 
fa#ured, then the Labour in manufacturing is added to their n 
* Value; and the more. the 7 the . e! ſueh 
* Manu- 
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mansfifur'4 Goods brigg into 4 Nation, bepauſe Forvigners pay 
for all that Labour,” This Obſervation ſhews what a vait -Detr3- 
ment it is to the Nation do ſuffer . Leather to be exported, becauſe, 
3 preventing it, we ſhould ſend” abroad a greater Quantity of 
Shoes, and by that means gain ſo. much Money as the Vage of | 
knen, and the Profits of the Maſters, and Merchants, out 


* 


the Workmen, : ; Maſters, and Mercva 
of each Pair, amounts (o. Or if we import the Products of ano. 


ther Country, and export them again mantfactug d, the Labour 


of 'manufaZuring is ſo much Wealth brought inte the Nation, de- 


ducting only the original Price of the Materials before they were 
manufactur d. As this 'ſhews the rue Riches of a Nation, ſo 
it ſhews; likewiſe, What Sort of Trade or Commerce it is that can 


produce them. If we traffick without bringing in Specie, we cannot 


grow richer by it; and our Riches can be only in proportion to the 


4 Quantiq of Specie which it brings in; ſo that if the Value of our Ex. 


ports are leſs, upon the whole, than the Value of our Iniports, the Ba- 
lance of Trade being againſt us, we muſt be beggar'd by g, 
That the Riches of a Nation are the Strength of it is as clear a Point, 
as that Trade is the Source of Riches ; and all Nations have been more, 
or leſs powerful, in proportion to the Degree of their Wealth. As the 
Iſraelites never were ſo rich, as in the Times of David and Solomon, ſo 
they never were at any other Time ſo powerful, or in ſuch Eſteem 
amongſt other Nations. Dr. Prideaux has obſeryed that the weal- 
thy City of Tyre, when Alexander was making Conqueſts of Na- 
tions, with as much Expedition as ſome would have travel'd over 
them, met with more Oppoſition from that ſingle Place than from 
the 2uhole Perfian Empire. It · is well known that the Carthage- 
nians, merely by the Force of their Riches acquired by Trade, 
were able to ſubdue a confideraale Part of the World, at laſt diſ- 
puted, for a long Time, the. Empire of it with the moſt” potent 
People, the Romans, and had undoubtedly conquer d them, if 
the Envy of Hanribal's Glory had not rais'd up at Home Factions 
that deſignedly obſtructed the Progreſs of his Arms. Next to Car- 
thage, I believe, Holland is the moſt flagrant Inſtance of the Power 
of Wealth, rais'd by Merchandize.. They have been a Nation but 
a little while, and yet what a Number of fine Colonies have they got- 
ten by Force of Arms? What an extraordinary Stand did they make 
againſt France, under the Command of the Prince of Orange, after- 
wards our King? , Nay, they have been able to engage with the 
whole Naval Force of Great Britain. What was Great Britain, 
before ſhe was enrichd by Trade? Her Navy now ſo powerful, 
was then no hetter than ſome F;/6ing Boats, ſo inconfiderable, that 
we lay. open to þe.invaded by every Nation, the Romans, Saxons,” 
Danes,.and even Normans, that ſmall Part of France omg been 
our Conquerors. As our Trade encreaſed, from the 1 ime of Henry. 
the VIIth, we grew richer and more powerful; till we were able . 
to ſupport ſo great an Expence, and make ſo glorious a Figure. 
at the Head of the confederated Forces, againſt that ambitious 


| Nation, to whom we are now voluntarily giving up our Trad? and 
Strength ; as if Poverty, Slavery, and Shame, were preferable to 


; B Plenty, 
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eople in a State 
that, aue | 
to be 


© 8 


larger, than 


particularly in France; and, I think, we have more Reaſon ta 
copy after the French in this, than in any other of their Faſhions, | 
becauſe they have abundant Reaſon to deſpiſe us, and we have as | 
much Reaſon to deſpiſe ourſelves. For, what can be a more de U «5, 


picable Conduct, than to load exr/efves with ſuch heavy Burthens, and 
which we might make others bear for us; to become iſgnifftant ( 
Beggars, when we might be rich and formidable] When the Per- of * 
ſon, above-mentioned, propoted the taking off ſome of our Taxes, a 
by his Scheme, he was anſw 


erd, what would his Majey get by 

that? To which he reply'd, (as he told me himſelf) ns bis pe 

Majefly was always a Gainer when his Subjects were cas d. It was WM Jy. 

an honeſt and a ſenſible Anſwer. For, the Riches of a ' Nation _ 1 

are the Strength of the Crown ; and it is pon bot 8 in | Go 
0 0 


the People muſt weaken the Prince. For, how ſhould a Pack of i 7x 
Beggars ſupport the Expence of the Crown? And if Men could an y 
be maintain'd without Money, how is it poſſible that an Army, | Rea 
diſpirited by their Condition, ſhould fight with as much 2 * W mer 
as if their Spirits were invigorated by Pere and Freedom? Who- Fon 
ever advances, or purſues any other Maxim, he muſt be ignorant able 
beyond Conception, or an Enemy to his Country and to his Xing Ant 
beyond Example. No Man can be a Friend to either, who is not it; 
a Friend to Trade. But if Trade will thus inrich, and flrengthen Tin 
nne ther 
© Secondly, Conſider the Conſequences ariſing from the YYoollew 1 
Trade, Which are greatly more beneficial. than any other, I may ties 
ſay, than all our ite Branches of Trade together. We are very i! can 


apt to value ourſelves, in Preference to other Nations, upon the MW — 

Strength of our Ungerfanding and Fudgment, and, I ſhould think, exc 

ye cannot give a better Inſtance of our Good Senſe, than by judging f g 

rightly of our National Intereſt, and purſuing it by the beſt. Megs, | then 
, . Ee : Now, 8 * 


* 
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| Advantages, is God's kind Providence has bletv' us withi and 


0! antages, as God's kind $ blels'd us with; and 0 
th. Nation is ſo inſenſible of their true Intereſt, Our Situation, à an 
and, is a great Security to us from foreign Violenee. - Our. Sail 

roduces more of the Neceſſaries of Life (ſuch as Reef; Sa 


* 
28 


Allo, Leather, Tin, &c.) than any other Countty in the World, 
and which other Nations will have at almoſt any Price that we 
mall think fit to ſer upon them; though it is not by a Tax 
upon any of thofe Things that Mr. Webber A to bring in 

fo many Millions from Foreigners. And as this Nation ci pur- 
chaſe of other Nations the Conveniences and the Laxuries of Life, 
it is right Policy to ſuffer them to be brought in as cheap as 
poflible, inſtead of loading them with heavy Duties, which im- 
poveriſh and weaken, not only the Subje&, but the King in efe@. 
If our Trade were thus conducted, our Imports, upon the whole, 

| tho! they carried Money out of the Nation, would not be of much 

„ Prejudice, becauſe, we could export many of thoſe Goods again, bring 

: back profitable Returns, and make ourſelves the Carriers of Europe. 

* And, farther, by thus enlarging out. Commerce, we encreaſe our 

ls Shipping, and provide a conſtant Supply for our Navy. "Tis true, 

hs: Taxes muff be rais'd for the Support of the Government, but if we 

„ FF can, as undoubtedly we might, make Foreigners pay them, we favg 

ef- .- ſo much Money to the Nation, add ſo much to our ow Strength, 

Wy aid rakes nach ( Tn 

nt Our Heel for Clothing is, to all the World, as much a Waben 

r of Liſe as any thing elſe, and more peeultatly the Growth of our 

82 own Country, than any thing, becauſe the midling Sort of Cloths, 
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e 
by for the Uſe of the Bull of Mankind, cannot be made without it, 
bis (nor any Sorts manufaftur'd to any Perfection ann therefore, If 
ve be wiſe enough to manufacture our own Wool at Home, we 
. 2 have the ſerving all the World with this kind of Woollen 


of How mach more profitable this Branch of Trade would be than 

id any other, is worth enquiring, and extly_prov'd I defire the 

o.. Reader to remember that it was the WoaLLEn Trade that for- 

e, merly enrich'd Flanders, and now enriches French Flanders and 

wor - France to ſo. great a Degree; that it was the Yoollen Trade that en- 

Ps. abled Us to ſupport ſuch a long War in King Villiam and Queen 
Anne's Reign, and at the End of it to be richer than when we beg: i 
it; and that the Reaſon why the Woollen Trade was, during that 
Time. in fo flouriſhing a Condition, was, becauſe Frante could not 
then have any of our anmanufaftur'd Wool, © 
But let us enquire into the Nature of the Woollen Manufactu- 

ties, and we ſhall eafily perceive how the Advantages of them 
came A + be ſo ſupetior to thoſe of any other Branch of Buſineſs. 
—— The Riebes of a Nation ariſe out of the Labour of the People 
exported to foreign Markets. 17 our People can be employ'd, and 
we can find Cuſtom abroad for the Goods manufaQtur'd by them, 
then the more populous ns” the ri6her we are; but a _ 
n | 4 1 
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of People unemploy'd are a Burden, as this Nation feels | very. ſer- 3 
*  fibly ar preſent. But, if our Mool were kept and manufactur'd at 


Home, all 'our People might be employ'd in the Woollen Manu- 


facturies, and their Wages paid by Foreigners in the Purchaſe of 


the Goods. 1 ſhall give the Reader a ſmall Specimen of -the Num- 


er of Hands ęemploy'd in manufacturing our Wool, which, by 


+ Multiplication, would ſhew him how many-the whole Growth of 
our Country would employ. For Inſtance, Three Packs of Wool, 
weighing 720 lb. manufactur'd into Broad Cloths, Camblets, Ser- 
ges, Hote, &c. on a moderate Computation, one Sort with ano- 
ther, employ 450 Perſons, (I might jay a great many more, almoſt 
600, but I am willing in all my Calculations to keep within Bounds) 


ſuch as Combers, Scriblers, Stoch. Carders, Spinners, Weavers, Ful- | 


lers, Burlers, Dyers, Dreſſers, and Pref/ers, who, upon an Ave- 


rage, will earn, eaeh Perion, 55. a Week; the whole amounting 
to 112 J. 10s. Now the Growth of Great Britain and Ireland's 


Wool being above a Milian of Packs, ( as will. beprov'd;) if 3 


Packs will employ 450 Hands, and their Labour produces 1124.1 
105. a Week, any one that underſtands Figures may ſoon fee how | 
many a Million of Packs will employ, and how much they will earn 


in a Week, a Month, or a Year. — © PO 

I appeal,' now, to the Gentlemen in the en Buſineſs, (which 
J apprehend to come neareſt to the Moollen Trade, for the Number 
f Hands concern'd in manufacturing it) whether hat can employ 
ſo many. Beſides, S. lt not being of our ownGrowth, ſuch a Quantity 
of it as. is neceſſary to employ an ehm N umber of Hande, would 
carry more Money out of the Nation in the Importation of it, 
than the Vool which we fell to Foreigners will bring into it: So 
that the Difference of the Price of the Materials would be ſo much 
Loſs to Us. I mean that the raw Silt, for employing 100 
Hands, ſuppoſe, would coſt us more, than ſo much anůnmanufactur d 
Waol 4 f (oY from Foreigners. — From this State of the Caſe 
it appears' that we had better employ all the Hands that we can 


ſpare, in the Vollen Manufadturies,- and purchaſe Sillen Goods | 
 manufadur'd, than manufacture them our/e/ves, for as much as the 


Labour of.the Hands employ'd in manufacturing Vool, would be 
more than we ſhould give Foreigners for their Labour. jn manu- 
facturing Silk. Beſides the Silken Goods, that we make at Home, 
are almoſt for our ov» Conſumption, conſequently, but few of them 
ing exported, except to our Plantations, but little Profiz can ariſe 
to us from the Labour employ'd in them. © 
To ſhew this Matter in another Light.— The higheſt Price 
that Nool bears at preſent is, 5 J. a Pack, weighing 240 /5. The 
Product, therefore, of 20 Packs, exported to France utmanufattur'd, 
will be, no more than 100 J. But 20 Packs, in King William 


and Qucen Anne's Reigus, when we manufagtur'd it ourſelves, fold 


for 12 to 16 J. a Pack. Taking it at the loweſt, at 12 J. a Pack, 


which Price Wool would again yeild the Sheep-Maſter, · in three - | 
or four Years Time, (If the Exportation of it were ſtopp'd) the 20 
Packs which now fell for no more than 100 /. would fell 77 | 
A ) - - ow. 
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20 Packs of Wool is not paid in Specie, but in Sets, Brandy, 
run into the Nation Duty-free, Now, if zwe loſe, and give 
French, in every 20 Packs of Wool exported to them mA 


&c. 


fadbur d, 8601. what mult be the Conſequence of giving them ſo 


many 100,000 Packs as we give them yearly? And what a great 
Loſs is this to the Government, in the Duties upon the Goods that 


would be imported in Return for ſome of our Moollen Mamfactures. 


To inſtance only in the Levant Trade to Turkey and Lacy. (Now 
almoſt loſt to zs, and in the Hands of the French.) We uſed to 
bring from them, in Return for Moollen Goods,” raw Silks, Cotton &c. 


all regularly paying Duty to the Government. Theſe Goods 
would employ and maintain many of our Poor in manufacturing 


them. And are not ſuch 7mports, as theſe, manufattur'd afterwa 
by ourſelves, and applied to the real Uſes of Lite, preferable to 
French Brandy, which we can do full as well without ? Beſides 


that, by theſe means we enlarge our Commerce, employ our Ship- 


ping, . and breed Sailors for the Defence of the Kingdom. Theſe 
Fades and Conſequences are undeniable. : But the Profits ariſing from 
the Woallen Manzfacturies will be farther ſet forth under the next 
Head of Enquiry, from a Calculation of Mr. London's. Let us there- 


fore attend to the Condition of theſe Woollen Manufa@urits,' HERE © 


and in France; with the great Loſs that wwe ſuſtain,.. and the im - 


4 


of them Here may be.prov'd many Ways. 


menſe Profits which the French gain thereby — The great Decay 
1. As Mr. Webber, in his five Letters concerning the Importance of 


the Woollen Trade, has obſerved, there can be no more Wool ma 
nifactured than what is comb a, ſcribled, and carded; and it is 
well known that there is not a fourth Part of the Number of Combers, 
Scriblers, and Carders, that uſed to be; from whence it is plain 
that. there is not a fourth Part of the Quantity of Woollen Goods 


now made, that were made formerly. 9# 58 - | 
2. From the Exports, Mr. London computes that all our Wool 


and Labour, that is conſumed at home, and ſent abroad, does not 


amount to above 14 Millions Sterling. How much larger they were 
in the Year 1698 any one may imagine, from what Mr. Webber has 


teſtified upon his own Knowledge, at p. 17 of his five Letters. He 


tells us there, that at B-:ffo/ Fair, only, in eight Days Time the 
Dutch and Spani/h Merchants and Factors bought above 150,000 


Pounds worth of Woollen Goods, beſidesw hat was carried from Bridge- 


abater in a Dutch Dogger. Upon which he obſerves very ale that 
we have all imaginable Reaſon to think that Minehead, Bar nſſable, 


Bitbeford, Topſsam, or Exon ; that along the South Channel, Len- 
don, Bocking, and Braintree, Norwich and Tarmouth, fold propor- 
tionable Quantities for Exportation. 1 i Tre, 
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Cowrrry, to buy the Goods in the Places where they were manu- 
factured, nor any Inſtances of the Manufacturer's refuſing ready 
Money from thoſe Foreigners, and keeping their Goods in their 
Warchoufes for 4 of their Home Cuſtomers. On the con- 
traty, they are forced to ſend them to Blackwell-Hall, there to 
pay Houfe- Rent, to give Diſcount Money to their Factors, - becauſe 
they can't wait till the & 
Woot in lien of Moxey. Theſe known Facts undeniably prove a vaſt 
483. The State of Foreign Coin among us is another plain Proof. 
About the Time that Mr. #ebber mentions, it was as current as out 
anvn, and naw you can ſee none in any Payments, unleſs it be Pox- 


1u74l Money ; and the-Rykſon is, becauſe by the Loſs of our Wook 


len Trade igother Nations, the Ba/ante is againſt us. In France, 
as I have been informed by Eye · Nitneſſet, Engliſh Guineas are as 


cammon as Poriugal Pieces are here. intl Bees £4 
5. Which is farther evident by the great Scareity of our ews 


Coin. I am acquainted with many of the London Traders, who 


agrer in their Accounts of the State of the Kingdom in general, that 
they never knew any Thing like the preſent Want of Money; for 
which Reaſon ſeveral of them are going to leave off Buſmeſs. I 
have been in many Parts of the Kingdom, and have had this me- 
tancholy Truth confirm'd to me by Gent/emen and Farmers. One 


in particular aſſured me lately, that he expects next Vear to have his 


whole Eftate thrown upon his Hands; and ſaid he queſtion'd whe- 
ther, when the King's Tax was paid, there guruld be u Shilling left 
in the Pariſb. In eren there is the fame Complaint of the Deadneſs 
of Trade, and the Scarcity of Money z albowing to the Decay of 


the Wooten Manufacturies, which uſed to give a briſk Circulation 
to all other Branches of raue and Commerce, by a free Circulation 


of Foreign Money, and having the Balance of our National Trade on 


eur Side, whereas now our Specie is exported for Foreign Goods. 


6. Phe vaſt Increaſe of the Number of our Poor ſhews it beyond 


Contradiction. Mr. Webber tells us, upon the Authority of a Noble 


Peer, who was at the Expence of procuring an Eſtimate, that we 
had four Years ago, above a Million upon the Rates, capable of 


working 1 and every Pariſh knows, to their Coſt, that they have 


been yearly inereaſing ever ſince. But, 5. OP 
7. Let any one examine, particularly, the State of thoſe Towns 
where: the Woollen Manufacturies have been carried on, and he 
will ſee their moſt flouriſhing Towns reduced to perfect Beggary by 
the Loſs of their Trade. It is poflible that in ſome fexv Places the 
Woollen Buſineſs may have been lower than it is af preſent, but 
ther it is not fo high as it Sas been, even in thoſe Places: Neither, 
if it were otherwife, would a particular Inſtance, or two, ſignify any 
Thing to the General State of the Kingdom. 3 
If aue have loſt our Woollen Trade, into what Hands is it fallen ; 
Several Nations come in for a ſmall Share ef the Plunder, but 
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3. We have none of thoſe Durch and Shaniſb Merehatits and Fac- 
tenz going, as they uſed to do, to the Manufacturers Houſes in the 


oods are ſold, and ſometimes to take 


So Denen ats segn ͤ 


As now fold. d 72 
E — eee 


as ſold, when 
confin'd to our 
own Manufac- 
tures, at 16 /. 


. Creep. 


The Labour? i ic of soo, ooo Packs 1 

and Profit in . manufactured here, 

working it at 5 ane J. under the Diſadvan- 10 

ſuch Times at 5 | mays mentioned at 

400. | Wages, 20 J. 
| 56 cane Tf fer kack — 

5 n ; | 3 
ie; e to our Diſadvantage _— 


| Whereby it appears, that the Nation loſes no leſs than Fort | vj 
Millions Sterling yearly, befides what the Landed Intereſt fi «by | 
the Poor, and 3 made to ſup them, which, by the further = 
Decay of our Manufactures, will, in Time, become i ſo numerous, | 
that The Revenues of all the Lands together will nat be _ ſuffi- 
cient to maintain them. On the other hand, France, b y get 
over 500,000 Packs of our Wool, can work up a Million an Hall, 
it being on all Hands agreed, that one Pack of ours is 3 to 
work up two of theirs, and ſyppoſe we reckon but 35 J. per Pack 
for their Labour in working it, then the Labour of a Million and 
Half of Packs, at 35 J. per Pack, amounts to Fifty-two Millions and 4B 
Half Sterling. And that they do work. up ſo much may well be | 
1 for they certainly will import no more of our Wool than 8 
is 8 olutely neceſſary for them. h 
If any one ſhou'd, as I make no doubt but man will, be ſhock'd. 
at the "Quantity of Wool, op pos'd to grow in Great Britain and | 
Treland, it is, I think, made highly pro pro able by q the e following Ac- 
Nr taken from the ſame Auth uthor. . = 
. « at | 


* Even our Manufa@ures uu rice "the Price formerly 47 at 
pk, | 
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<6 'That there are a Million of Packs of Wodl-growing yearly in .. 
Great Britain and Ireland is calculated thus. 
It appears by the Toll- Books that there are brought into Smich-; _ 
Field Market for Slaughter, to ſerve Londa, within the Bills of 
Mortality, 36, ooo Sheep and Lambs, Weekly. Now allow 6 
of theſe; throughout the Seaſons, to be Lambs, and that there are 
39,000 Sheep ſlaughter'd one Week with the other, then the reſt. 
of England is generally computed to contain about ſeven Times as 
many. Inhabitants as London, within the Bills. But ſuppoſing it 
contains only ſix Times as many, and that accordingly there are. 
210, ooo Sheep ſlaughter'd in England Weekly; and likewiſe, that 
4 Years Sheep are kept for Stock, or that there are always in Be 
ing four Times more than are thus ſlaughter'd, as is gſual with 
Sheep-Maſters to compute, and allowing every Sheep, one with. . 
_ to bear oo owns ie Week. _ yer e 
ack to weigh 240 Ib. then the yearly Wool of , Eilan. 
Ergland, according to this Computation only, a- J pa 1 
— to — * — eee 5 Os 4 N 
Now in the Country throughout England, Peo- | | 
ple feed as much on Fleſh as in Town, and 
drinking leſs, - they generally exceed them in the 
—A o ůd inn 3 . 
Then, as Scotland is of leſs Extent, and leſs „„ 
fruitful that England, admit there are but one ( Scotlant. 
Quarter Part of the Sheep in it, and it amounts Packs 182, 00 


to . - — 3 
Then as Ireland is not one fourth Part leſs than _. 
Eugland, but is full as fertile, and taken up 
chiefly with Feeding it hath been judged by ſome 928 5 
Who have taken great Pains thoroughly to in -P me 

form themſelves, that it hath near as many Sheep 3 64.0 "ws 
id it as there are in England; but ſuppoſe we ſay, F 
only half the Quantity that England produces, 1 
viz. 364,000 Packs, the whole amounts to one 
Million, and Two hundred and ſeventy four | —_ 
thouſand Packs — — — — — — 
8 Sum Tatal. Packs 1, 274, 0 
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V. B. In this Calculation is not ineluded the Wool of Sheep con- 
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_ tinually ſlaughter'd, call'd Vel Moul, nor the Wool of Lambs... 


J have already computed the Profit ariſing from the 2 25 of 


manufacturing a Million of Packs only, I ſhall here ſubjoin a Cal- 
culation of the Share that Fareigners would pay of this Profit to us. 
Two hundred and fifty thouſand Packs of Woal, yearly, the. 


fourth Part of the Growth of Great Britain and Ireland, will cloath 
Thirteen or Fourteen Millions of Pecple one with another, which is 
more than the Number gf our Inhabitants are ſuppoſed to amount 


to; ſo that three Parts in four of our ManufaQures would be ex- 
ported, and bring home Money in Return, to the Amount of no leſs * 


than 
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pe; Millions in all * vn: -two = ous 

bf. from bo eule Branch IL „ and far exceeding the Valy 
. 2 W de 4 Feats belonging * F. wr 
W Nation. 

. If therefore we were " wiſe and juſt to ourſelves, 82 

8 this Blefling, we might be the richeſt and moſt — 

. the World, eaſed of our preſent Load of Poor's Rates, and 

e. and inſtead of being deſerted and deſpiſed, again reſpected, 4 5 
t and courted by our Neighbours, "He 
xo 3 Poor amounted to One Million and Four a 
„ a 'Fhoufand ; the Decay of Trade fince that Time 2 


— — * —— to two Millions ; 1 we 


go on thus ES 
K be 


as to the Fealth and bee of ab TS | Ang 

rity, in theſe Reſpecta, of Ez 

ranches of Trade, RR 

and, and the Growth of it in Zener; from hence it | 

2 one who is capable of ſcein on be al 

Cate tv recover it, we We Po 

Boos u Nation: The Dipefrieut and 0 
for Univerſal Monarchy, 


reſt. They are making all ons for 4 


deaning Reader doubts of their real Deſigns, Ia him rea 
hlet publiſn 
5 ing/axd, in ſeven Letters to Sin Their Intentions, | 


D Papacity to put their Deſigns i in Execution. And I 
> tell me what ſhould prevent it, if, inſtead of 


Means for accompliſhing it. We have ſeen what Riches 
om one another; and yet we ſuffer the French to inrich. 


Severity of this laſt Year may fairly b  ſuppos'd to have 80 55 {ed 
155 


e 


hardly be deuied by 


fe de 'moſt Frenchified Engliſhmen. Their rofeſhons of Friends 
ot be of Weight with an bot ſack yo are jncling 20 chair 7 
tate 


den Emmi, 2 wil be n of. if, any al 
d laſt Year, and entitled French Counſels deffraive : . 


being indiſputable, the only Thing to be . 4 = 


SE 7 he Vt : 


From the preceding Particulars, _ e Cor Wences & On 


Superio- 
1585 


pollen Rae in * ; 


2 Pam- 


enſures for our Safety, we continue to furniſh thew ws h tl 


rade and Commerce, and how inſeparable Riches and e 
themſelyes 
A 2 which they cannat carry on without our Leave, while 
wing poor and vu by the Loſs of it. e are ſen ble 
f the. eight of Pub/ich Baker, and yet voluntarily load aurſelvef 
ith Taxes, when we mi gh —_ others pay thein, and clear war: 
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ſelves, in a few Years, of all Incumbrances ; while rbeir Finances 


are not only difincumbred, but their King, as they are fond to 3 
| boaſt, is continually putting Money into our Funds, and, by the kh 
Help of our Wool, will ſoon be able to engroſs fo large a Share of 1 
them, that by drawing out he will be able, as ſoon as their Deſign 4 
| ſhall be ripe for Execution, to leave us defenceleſs.- If we com- tl 
pare the Number, or Condition of heirs, and our Forces, what is u 
the Compariſon? For Number, there is none; for Condition, very o 
little. Our only Security conſiſts in our Naval Forces, but Ex- | 
perience has taught us, that the Viuds can render it uſeleſs. 5 
However, for Fear the Elements SHould be on our Side, we are tr 
taking the a6 ie Meaſures for weakening our own Fleet, and ne 


ſtrengthening that of the French. We are giving up our Trade fe 
and Commerce, which are the proper Nurſery for it ; we are, with 5 
. them, giving up“ our Wealth, which, only, can maintain it. The in 
French, by our Folly, are daily encreaſing both their Trade, and ar 
their Richks, ſo very faſt, that they will ſoon be able to build, or F. 
buy and maintain as * cs Fleet as they — and all, who know m 

any Thing of what is doing in France, know, that they are both th 
building, and buying Men of War as faſt as poſſible. Laſt Year they ſo 
built 19, and bought others. Laſt Year, too, they began to exer- ow 
ciſe their Seamen, by ſending out a Fleet; as they are preparing ric 


to do again. It is true, they have, as yet, no Harbours for ſtr: 
Ships of Force on our Channel, but they have been hard at work ſin 
in making ſome, particularly at Gravelines, which is as well ſituated es 


as D»unkirk, they are making another at Cherburgh near La- Hague. ing 
If we conſider the State of England and [re/and, the Profpeck 
is but a melancholly one. In England we are unhappily divided Gr 


into Parties, ſo imbitter'd againſt one another, that, in Caſe per 
of Need, common 9 would ſcarce be able to unite them againſt WF Scl 
the Common Enemy. e Marks of Infamy that have been ſet upon " 
a great Part of the Kingdom, for not liking and oppoſing fome of All 
the publick Meaſures, muſt have occaſion'd Reſentments, and a we: 


general Diſcontent is the natural Conſequence of a general Decay of 
our Trade, which is the Life and Soul of our publick Welfare. But 
if we were united, ſuch is the general Diſpoſition of the Na- 
tion, they have not thoſe Principles of Activity and Bravery, | 
which have heretofore animated Exgliſb Hearts, and ſtrengthened 
Engliſh Hands, The Love of Liberty, and a Senſe of Religion, in 


many, are quite loſt, in moſt are greatly weakened. ut this of h 
is not all. The _Frexch ſeem to have a conſiderable Party here in Chr 
her Intereſt, Mr. Webber aſſures me that an Officer belonging to ther 

II 


the Coms has own'd to him, more than once, and with great 
Concern, that he was oblig d to go on Board and ſee Wool ſhipp'd, 
which he knew to be bound for France. How, and why, Jos as 
TromyPsown was render'd incapable of ſerving his Majeſty, and 
afterwards run thro* the Body in Germain-Street, the ſame Perſon 
inform'd me, and is ready to prove, J have, likewiſe, been very; 
eredibly inform'd, that a certain Lord, the Son of a N Pre 


% 
«4 


8 . 


„ (19) ES 
Man, with other Noblemen, gave an Order for 50 Suits of Cloaths, 
at one Time, to be ſent for from France. ales and Scotland 
I know leſs of, but neither of them, I doubt, are ſo well /a#5f'4, 
as could be wiſh'd, with their Condition, and therefore leſs 'averſe 
than otherwiſe they would be, to a Change of Government. But, 
while I fay this, I hope that God's good Providence will oyer-rule 
their Paſſions, and make uſe of them for our Safety. This is not a 
proper Time for Diſcord, but for mutual Affection among our- 
elves, Duty to his Majeſty, and active Zeal for the Good of our Coun- 
| try. In Treland there are three, if not four Papiſts to one Proteſtant ; 
, and not divided, as they were formerly, and headed by the Chiefs of dif- 
Trade ferent Parties, and all fighting againſt one another. Thoſe Head are 
with now no more, and thoſe Parties are united by being reduced; and all 
The in ſuch a State, that they would think any Change deſireable. They 
and are at preſent, indeed, without Arms, or military Knowledge ; but- 
d, or France and Spain have 15, ooo of their Countrymen in pay, who 
know may both carry them Arms, and teach them the Uſe of em. And 
both the miſerable Condition of that Nation, which may make it 
r they ſo eaſy for France to gain them over to her Intereſt, has 
| CXET» owing to a moſt ftupid Piece of Engliſb Policy, dictated by Ava- 
Aaring rice and Fealouſy, The ſeven Letters above-mention'd, demon- 
rs for ſtrate that we have been injuring ourſelwes, by cramping and diſtreſ- 
work ſing thom. | N 5 
uated The Situation of Affairs Abroad carries an Aſpect as unpromiſ- 
_ ing as that at Home. Tho' France is the Grand and Defigning Power 
pect of which Europe ought to be jealous, and againſt whoſe growing 
vided Greatneſs and ambitious Views it is their Intereſt to guard ; ſhe has 
' Caſe perſuaded them to be directed by her Counſels, and to carry on her 
gainſt WF Scheme for Univerſal Monarchy. | on 115 


upon The artful Cardinal has found out Means to diſſolve the 
me of Alliance which was ſuch a Curb 'to her Ambition, and to 
ind a weaken the Parties of it. By his Intrigues the Emperor has been 
cay of ſrip'd of Naples and Sicily, reduced to the Neceſſity of purchaſing 
But a Peace with France, at no leſs a Price than giving up Lorrain to 


Na- that Power too great and formidable before, involv'd in a War with 
Very, | the Turks, abuſed in Meaſures of conducting it, deluded and be- 
hened tray'd by his treacherous Ally, and at laſt oblig'd to throw himſelf, 
n, in for Protection into the Arms of the French, the Hereditary Enemy 
it this of his Family, after having given up to the Turk the Bulwark of 

) felf more expoſed in caſe of ano- 


ere in Chriftendom, and thereby left him 

ng to ther Rupture. | 
great In regard to Spain, the French have acted as politick a Part. To 
pp'd, ſooth the Vanity of the Spaniſb Queen ſhe has made a petty King 
SI AS of her Son, and complimented England with the Expence of con- 


ducting him to his Dominions. She has ſet Spain and England at 
Variance, whoſe mutual Intereſt it is to be good Frieds ; that when 
they ſhall have ſufficiently weakened each other, ſhe- may make a 
Prey of them both. France is to Spain, what Spain is to Portugal. 
Spain can hinder Portugal from 3 a Communication with 


* 


4 +, 


— other See by Land, and would have over-run 1 N85 
this Time if ſne had not been protected by the Britiſb Fleet. In the 

- 'fame Manner that Spain ſurrounds Portugal, Trong ſurrounds & iu, 
can Lop up her Communication by Land, and maſt 2 

Mercy, unleſs ſhe has an Ally ſuperior to the Frenc by Sea. 

if England be deſtroy d, what other Power can be able to. 


her? 
Huollaud Wiss abovt . wiſe as her Nei hbours, ſo 10 
the Inſtuence of French Connſals, chat ſhe in manner, {ub 
Freneh Government. Her Trade is decay'd ; the Government js pas 
and the Nation torn with Factions; their Navy the Britit R.. 
wal, be der Wi to nothing. I need not ſpenc 23) Tipe 36 ot 
ting forth their Weakneſs, which is apparent eno gh fro the la 
-Lank of the French, and the Silence of e Da ö Their Te 1 
e 


A 
2 
Neutrality is not the Reſult of their Wi vor the | 


_ Complaiſance, but the Conſequence of their | 
not Interpeſe leſt they ſhould haſten their own 

has menaced, — — epi, It * no 0 Aten 
Point out the rogreſs of their Ruin, an their otixe⸗ 

Action; but it is enough to know the weak, Condition t * 

they have brought themſelves. Their Barrier Towns, 


io of 


them ſo much to keep in Repair and to Ceo Roe ac {os m | 


in little ſtead; for as the French can at any Fime pour 190,000 
Men into the 4xfrian Netherlands, they can eaſily over-run the 
whole Country; and, by getting Poſleflion of that, they can flarve 
thoſe Garriſons, by hindrivg any Kind of Su lies from being ſer 
them. And they can with the more Eaſe do this, don c 
the Diſaffection of the Inhabitants, They are weary of their Sub 
jection to the Xmperar, who is continually Zraizing them of . 
Money, but unable to protect their Trade, while "heir Neighbours 
In French Flanders, by Means of the Encouragem ent given to Theirs, 
are in a flouriſhing Condition. This has Ae ſuch an 5 
nation in thoſe People to change their * 1 1 would 
of themſelves, open their Gates to the French, whene fhould 
eome with a Force ſufficient to protect them. Wade f rebar our 
Years they actually form'd a Defgn to revolt, 5 the golitici wag "a 
nel had thought it a proper Time to receive them; but the # 
peror, England, and Holland, not being then fulkciencly minced, 
the old Alliance might have.prov'd, 2 3 too ſtrong for him. An 
anactive, or an anſficceſifu War, an another Year's Crop of our 
Wool (which, no doubt, they'll find Means to get) may ripen their 
_ Projefts, and put them upon Action. 
* _ Parts of Europe, in Poland, Denmark, and Saveden, theſe 
have inſinuated themſelves, influenced their Counfels, 
7 f Diftarbanees, to favour their own Schemes. Only Raſſia 
Has aQed Independently, and upon wiſe and Ready Principles. 4 — 
ander has been juſtly ftilec a common Robber, becauſe he laid waſte, 


| and the Gro, Nations that he had no more Right to, than I-have to | 


ods, Liberty, or * one of my Equals, but gin has 


or, 


— * - — 
ſet⸗ 7 


*y me 
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| their Wealth, ſhe has been embroiling all Exrope, that, by 222 
And aveatening them, the may the more ef compais her 
intended 4B veſts. They have. Alexander's Vice of An item in 


d mach gervility.——1 83 my Aſtoniſhment, if 


 mrediately too, but hau it can , 


unleſs our Poor eould live as jo as theirs, which they cannot do 
diy, If we could wort as cheap, we could not 8 to marie 


theirs, and as what 


r e e r 


ſelves, theſe are other Advantages to 


the Price of Lab ler alue of | 
the Circulation of a// Commertt, fince the lower the Wages, 


—"» Wy ww 'x ity, 


uilty of as much Irjaftice and more Treachery. For the 85 


af ſy] g thoſe to her Dominion, who, by the Law of Nature 
and Natiois, are ind of her, and entiching herſelf with 


the higheft Degree, but not his Virtues of Openneſs od . 
Yet, this is the Nation that ſome of us court with ſo much A 
Action, that we ſerve with fo much Zeal, that we imitate with. 


enough to do 1t.—Tt will much 


better become us, in on Diſcretion, to check their growing 


_ _ "Greatneſs, and to recover out own Trade; which cannot | 
: I putting any er to the Exportartion of our znmamfudfurd 
Wool to Forrigiters. 


e only ſenftble Queſtion is, not whether it be 
abfolurely neceſſary to do it _ that is no Queſtion} and that im- 
gs for want of having examined into 
the Matter, were of Opinion, hat we 42 * recover our Wogllen 
Trade 5 going to Market as cheap as the French, tho' they do 

our Wool, —— But, 1ſt, How can we work as cheap as the Freach, 


indeed, of the beſt Underftan 


| abroad in 
eſſels, we muſt pay Duties, whereas France, by being on the 


 Contineat, can rum their Goods into the neighbouring Nations I 


* and by that Means ſave 19 or 12 per Cent. Beſides, the 
Wool of France being not of half the Value or Price, as that of 
Britiſh or I; Wool, as one Pack of our Wool works up two of 

Wool our Manufacturers bay is paid for in 
Specie, whereas what they draw from us is paid for in a good Mea- 


_ fare by wrought Silk, Rum, Teas, Coffee, Wines, and Brandy, Sc. | 


By the Profits on which it comes r to them than even to oar- 
them, and all together amount, 

at leaſt, to 74 Cent. in their 7 .—— 3dly, If you lower 
bour, you lower the Value of Land, and obſtruct 


the 
leſs Money the Labourers have to purchaſe the Products of the Earth, 
and other Things with ; ſo that either they cannot buy ſo ma: of 
them, or cannot give ſo good a Price for what they buy. This is ſelfs 
evident.—qthly, Why ſhopld we he at the trouble of contriving Means 
of going to Market as cheap as the French, and have the Price of our 
Goods beat down; when we can at once hinder them from going | 
to Market at all, and,' by having the Market to ourſelves, be ab] 

to fix our own Price? Is it not better to have all the Trade, than 
only foe of it? To empley lf our Poor, than only me of them t 
To have a hg Price for out . than a low, or a middling one ? 
I am aſham'd to anſwer ſuch Objections as theſe. But, it it be 


thus neceffary to prevent the Exportation. of our Wool, haw can it 


e done? A Scheme has been offer'd, and approv'd, as efſectual, 


5 tay 
not only by Marchans and Trades people of the greateſt Knowledge 
in their Way, not only by ſeveral others in both Houſes of Parlia- 
„nent, but alſo by the Miniſtry : And indeed the Scheme ſpeaks for 
_ - Itſelf, for, whenever it ſhall be put in Execution, it will not only 
eaſe Pariſb-Rates, prevent Pariſb Law-Suits, and ſuppreſs Vagranis 
and Th#ewe;, but will find Employ for them to maintain themſelves, 
A and open Ways to Commerce by exporting their Labour; though 

= ſome little Creatures, hoping to make a Merit of their mean Con- 

I duct, have induſtriouſly undervalued it, and miſ-repreſented the 

f Projector. But if the Scheme be a _-» one, how comes it to 
'paſs that the unfortunate Projector ſhould have ſpent zine Years, and 
a great deal of Money, fo fruitleſly, in his Application for Accep- 
tance? I have nothing to do with the Reaſons and Motives of the 
Conduct of my Superiors; but, as far as my Memory will ſerve 
me, I ſhall give plain Facts, a ſhort Narrative of Mr. Vebber's Ap- 
Plication and Reception, as he has related it to me, without making 
any Comments upon the. | * 
In the Year 31 Mr. Vebber applied to his Majeſiy, recommended 
by above 600,000 Woollen Trade (whoſe Petitions lie now in the 
Duke of Newcafe's Office) for a Charter to himſelf and Company, 
| to prevent the Exportation of. unmanufacur'd Wool to Foreigners 
| by an Univer /al Regiſtry. His Majeſty was moſt graciouſly pleas'd, 
| by, and with the Advice of his Council, to grant his Requeſt, and 
| ve Inſtructions to the Then Attorney-General to report, or form a 
| © Charter for That Purpoſe : But he being of Opinion, that though it 
| 
| 
| 
| 


was the undoubted Prerogative of the Crown to grant Charters, 

and by Virtue of his Majeſty's Grant Mr. Webber and Company 

night have put the Scheme in Execution in the beſt Manner, they 

could, it was expedient to have an Ac of Parliament to veſt the 

Patentees with further Powers, than the Charter could convey to 

Them“. Mr. Vebber was thereupon adviſed to apply to ages ; 
| FS 3s 5 5 5 


| | e of _ y : 3 — N 
. Some have been pleas'd to ſay, his Majeſty will not conſent that 
: Ar. Webber ould nominate the Patentees. They mean, that 


evill not conſent to it, for his MajEsTyY has conſented to it, in his 
Order for the Grant of the Charter to Mr. Webber and Company, 
1 dobich Order flands now upon Record in the proper Office. And this Pri- 
| vy Council have conſented to it, when they adviſed his Majeſty to grant 
1 it. The ſame Perſons ſay ( nay, and lock grave when they ſay it 7 that 
Mr. Webber cannot expect to be admitted to ſpeak to his Majeſty, but 
muſt convey what he has to ſay thro their Interpoſition. A Man needs 

not be a Conjurer to underfland their Deſign. But, as it was always \ 

thought an TInflance of Wiſdom and Goodneſs in Governors to give 
their Subjects a free Acceſs to their Perſons, and a patient Attention to 
their modeſt Complaints, ſo no wiſe and good Counſellors, in former 
Time, ever obftrufted ſuch Applications. Mr. Webber has ſent zhe 
printed Remonſtrance to his Maj ey at Hanover, directed to the 

| Chaplain in waiting. for him to deliver with his own Hand; and 
Be will likewiſe ſend one of the Pamphlets in the ſame manner, and 1 


* 


| hope the Gentleman will faithfully deliver it. 


U 
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and afſur'd that he ſhould meet with Succeſs : Neither did he ĩn the: 
leaſt doubt of the Concurrence of thoſe about the Court with his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure, in getting that Charter confirm'd, which they 
themſelves adviſed his Majeſty, in Council, to grant; eſpe. 
cially as the effectual Execution of the Scheme was of ſuch: 
Importance to his Majeſty, as well as to the Nation. Accordingly. 
Mr. Webber did apply the very next Seſſion; towards the /atter End. 
of which a certain Gentleman, of Note, in the Parliament-Houſe + 
came to him in the Gallery, told him there was not Time to paſs the 
Bill that Seſſion, but that he might be eaſy, and might make the, 
People in the Country eaſy, for it ſhould certainly be done the fol- 
lowing Seſſion; but immediately after this Declaration to Mr. Veb- 
ber, he whiſper'd another, adviſing him not to ſpend his Time and; 
Money in the Affair becauſe it never would be done. This the Per- 
ſon, himſelf, ſome time afterwards, told to Mr. Vebber and others. 
Encouraged by this Aſſurance the Projector applied again next 
Seſſion, but to as little Purpoſe. Upon theſe Diſappointments he 
found Means to get Acceſs to his Majeſty, who told him, 4 
thought it had been done. Upon this the Matter was brought, 
into the Houſe, but nothing more was done in it, but only chang- 
ing the Woollen Bill into the Mancheſter Bill, to which the French 
will not refuſe their Conſent. However, Mr. Webber continued 
to ſollicit every Vear till 1739, when a Bill paſs'd the Houſe, 
relating to the Importation of Iriſb Yarn, which, as Mr. Webber 
aſſur'd them it would, open'd a wider Door for the Exportation of 
our Wool, lower'd the Price of it, embarraſs'd Trade, and occaſion'd. 
ſeveral to leave off. It was ſaid that this Bill was never intended 
to take Effect, tho? it was ſuffer'd to paſs, but it did, anda very bad, 
Effect it has produced. But between the Date of this Bill and the 
Mancheſter Bill ſome remarkable Things happened. In the Year 
1733, Mr. Vebber, in the Preſence of Mr. Randal (from whom T. 
have my Information) was offer'd 10,000 J. in Bank Bills, if he 
would tell how he would bring the Million yearly from Foreigners 
into the Treaſury, and many Millions more into the Intereſt of 
Land and Trade. In 1737 he was offer d 20,000 J. and his Status 
to be erected by Blackwell-Hall; and the Gentleman, who made 
the Offer, publiſh'd next Day in one of the Newws-Papers, that he 
had agreed with the Projector for his Scheme. Juſt before the laſt 
. Seſſion, he had another Offer made him by the ſame Perſon, who 
made the firſt, and he was deſired by another to be ready with his 
Scheme againſt their Meeting. From theſe (and more that I 
could cite) Applications to Mr. Webber, it is plain that they had 
an excellent Opinion of the Projector and of his Projection, which, 
I hope, ſome others will take Notice of to their Shame. In March 13. 1 
1734, Mr. Webber receiv'd a Letter from a former Servant of his, = 
then employ'd in the Voollen Manufacturies in France, wherein he 1 
gave him the ſame honeſt Advice that the Gentleman above- men- 
tion'd, gave his Countryman in the Gallery of the H. of Come. 
mons; aſſuring him, upon the Authority of Count „ that it 


would be to no Purpoſe to purſue his Scheme, becauſe it was 2 
e ate 
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*Fhis Letter Mr. Febber, in Juſtice to his | 
immedfately to the Freverary of of Statt: Office er was Schere Gh 
we beſt i 2 lg and be' ve fawn; 1 his Match. 11 77 75 
accidentally got a Sight of a Faurnal of the Sr 
fe Porch ManufaZiries, made by one Man, who was ſent over for 


rpoſe by Authority. Mr. Webber preſied the ſajd Alas, to 


his Journal, but he ſaid the MiuisT R weak tof /uffer bim. 

pur Mr. e was a Witneſs to. But finding that , Web 5er 

was determin'd to publiſh it from the Copy. which he had, if the 

| other refus d any longer, it was then publiſh'd. 

About this Time Mr. Vebber had Aſſurances, that Petitions woule 

ſent ap to the Parliament from moſt cloathing Towns in 'th 
——* dom, but Means were contrived to prevent it; and one of th 

| Boroughs in Cornwal own'd that an Univerſal R 957 would 

ITT prevent 2 Runni: of Weckt but 
were 


2 for any of them: two or three Scrubs in 
Sen could get a Place, Fran cx might take the King 
Sep, for all them. It is hard to o oy which was * i 
, or their Po/zcy. But they look'd no farther than their firl 
Salary. What is to bechine of them and their Families 


Vear they neither know nor care; and are as much afraid of Infor: 


I e Light the beſt Judges h BIG9 l 
vice of ſome of the 2 row 

dente, aud afterwards drew up, in g. the ag of of 

dutended Charter, which all, that have ſeen it, allow to be yo; 

8 wiſe one, and what would be greatly beneficial to the Pu 

He * r more bet; Acceſs to his Majeſty, and gave one of the 
Schemes to him, but it was immediately taken out of his Hands, | 

the Bec Eater was reprimanded for giving him Admittance, a 


Ki went away diſappointed. — He likewiſe gave one of them to tha 


thers of the Hoaſe of Commons, and to ſome of the Houſa of Lords, 
23 as I obſerv'd, was approy'd of, and highly extoll d. 
but his Application was ill fruitleſs —After this, he wrote a Let- 
ter to the Prince of Wales, which the following Remonſtrauce, di 
Ber d at Guildhall, gives an Account of, 


o 
o 


- 


Ta 


iey were told, if 
ited in Charter, R. tati ves net be able g 


1 „„ | = 
To the Right Honourable the Logy Maron, the Worſhipful te 
Court of ALDERMEN, and the Worthy Common-Council of the 
City of London, the ever faithful Friends of the Crown, and 
zealous Promoters of the publick Welfare, the Earneſt Rzemon- 
STRANCE of SAMUEL WEBBER, Shewing, From the 
1mminent Danger that his Majeſty and the Nartion are in, by 
| Reaſon of the Exportation of our unmanufaftur'd Wool, the Ne- 
ceflity of their Addrefling His Majeſty, that, agreeably to His 
Majeſty's Promiſe, publith'd in the Gazette of the 8th of May 
laſt, he would be pleaſed to grant the ſaid Samuel Webber Accels 
to His Royal Perſon, and an Opportunity of making good what he 
advanced ir his Letter to his Royal Highneſs the Princeof Wales. - 


of the State of our Woollen ManufaQures, from the Peace of 
ſwick u this Time ; ſhewing, by undoubted Facts, that we had. 
always the greateſt Demand from abroad for our Woollen Goode, 
zwhen the French could not get our unmanufactured Wool from us; 
and that then the Price of Wool always roſe at home, when the 
ſmalleft Duantities of it were exported to France: That the French 
have improved their Woollen Manufactures 10 /o great a- Degree, 
that they manufacture more of our Wool, than wwe do ourſelves ; by 
avhich Means they have carried away our Trade to all Parts where 
ave traded, to the great Enrichment of that powerful and ambitious 
Nation, and the impoveriſhing our own. I obſerv d, that unleſs an 
immediate Stop be put to the Exportation of our Wool unmanufactur'd, 
and Encouragement given to manufacturing it ourſelves, His Ma- 
jeſty and the Nation muft unauoidably be ruined in a little Time. At 
the End of the Pamphlet I publiſh'd an effictual Scheme to prevent 
the Exportation of our Wool unmanufactur'd 2 Foreigners, and have 
undertaken to bring from Foreigners one Million of Pounds yearly clear 
into his Majeſty's Treaſury, and above ſeven Millions ( I might haus 
ſaid above twenty Millions ) of Pounds yearly to the _— of Land 
and Trade of theſe his Majeſty's Dominions, without the Increaſe of 
one Officer. One would have imagin'd that ſuch a Scheme, at a 
Time when the Nation flood in ſuch need of it for the Recovery of 
our Trade, eſpecially now, wwhen a War with Spain requires jo 
much Money ta carry it on, would readily have been accepted, and 
the Projector bountifully rewarded. But in the Dedication of the 
. Pamphlet to the Lord Mayor, Court of Adermen, and Common- 
Council, I informed the Publick, at how great an E xpence and Trouble 
1 have in vain follicited to be heard, though his Majeſty, avhen IT 
firſt paid my Duty to him, was graciouſly pleas d to receive my 
Propoſals, and directed the then Attorney-General to report or form 
fuch a Charter as I defired; and many of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons allowed ny Scheme to be the beſt that could be thought of. — 
1 was flill in hopes that the Publication of theſe Facts, might, before 
this Time, have gained a Hearing before the King and Parliament, 
about an Afﬀair of the laſt Importance to the Safety of both, but J 


have not been able to obtain an i Vs To juftify my hearty Con- 
| | cern 


I; a Panpblet lately publiſÞ'd upon Wool, I gave an Account 


2 

* 

3 
1 
1 
14 
p 
: 
o 
{ 
44 
| 
\ 
7 
i 
. 
141 
( 
F 
ty 
#0 
4 
I 
[3 
N 
! 
1 5 
p 
þ 
5 
j 
4% 
js 
: 


' - "corn for the Cauſe of my Kin 
 liſh.an Account of the bold; 
Be bh I ; 


KNuin. Hawing 


. Government, and of the Nation, I wrote a 
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and Country, I think it proper to pub. 
ttempt that I made, to ſave them from © 
1895 been either denied Acceſs to his Mai): 8 
or nat allowed Time to inform him of the e Condition of his © 


e . N etter wat. of May 
laſt, ſigned A. B. to his Royal Highneſs the Prince; wwhereit I de- 


clared, (if I might have the Liberty- of calling ſome honoarable Per- 


s, well known at Court, and who knew me, to ſpeak to my Cha- 
rater) that I could communicate ſomething to his Majeſty, that im- 
mediately concern d the 1 — of his Crown and People: Upon which 
1 wwas promiſed, in the Gazette of the 8th fallowing, that ny equef 

. 


Houla be complied with. Accordingly I went to the Duke of 


caſtle's Office, my very kind Friend who knew my Character; own'd 


myſelf the Author of the Letter figwd A. B. mentioned in the Gazette, 


and ſurrender d niyſelf in order to make good what I had offer'd. I 
was receiv'd civilly, diſcharged without the leaft Mark Diſplea- 


Sure, but flill not” allowed Acceſs td the King, notwithſtanding the 


publick Promiſe iz the Gazette. Hard indeed is the Fate of Mo- 


narchs, avhen they are not allowed ghe Liberty of a private Subject, 


to be warned of affproacthing Danger. — Hard the Fate of a Na- 


lian, oben declining in its Trade, Wealth, and Strength, and juſt 
ready ta be made Tributary to a powerful Neighbour, it cannot get 
Friends to exert themſelves time enough to prevent its Ruin! And 
our Ruin is the more grievous, becauſe not brought on us by any un- 


foreſeen Accideuts, or Inadvertency. I have often, at the Hazard of 


be Miniftry,. and in Letters to them; as alſe in a printed Paper, de- 
liver din at the Door of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, ſet forth 
Trade, by letting France Bae our unmanufatur'd Wool; thereby 
bringing an intolerable Load of unemgloy'd Poor upon our ruinated 
ates, lofins that Wealth and Strength, which alone can ſupport 


5 in the frongef Terms, the dangerous Conſequence of lofing our Woollen 


the Nation and Government, and transftrring them to the ambitious © 


Houſe of Bourbon, of themſelves tos inclinable to accompliſh our 


9 
Ruin, be 


Honourable Houſe, that St. Stephen's Chapel would ſoon be fit for 
nothing, but to ſay High Maſs in. I have often declared our Dan- 


ger, and that wwe ſhould never have ſuch an Opportunity of enriching 
our ſelves,. as while France way empley d in Poland and taly. What 


geod Reaſons there might be. for not hearkening ta all my preſſing Re- 
monſtrances, I muſt leave to Conjecture. I 0 


ration of Meaſures, the Government muſt be overturn d, and the 


| Nation ruined. - If I could not have demonſirated this, I defired no 
Mercy: And I preſume, if I had flaed in need of any, when I ſur- 
render'd myſelf to the Secretary of State, I. ſhould have found nane. 


J. ng upon the ſame Terms, hambly-.crave the Performance of 
His Majeſty's Rega! ” romiſe. And this 1 do from 4 fincere Defire to 
N a N n Wo ; * - : ſave 

; \ | 


= Reputation in Point of - common Prudence, in Converſation with - 
ibe 


cauſe of our inconfiftent Intereſts, and too politic to negle 
the utmoſ Improvement of the leafl Advantage againſt us. I told the. 


N | | ut what I then offer d, 
I flill offer, with the. utmoff Confidence. I then offer d at the Peril 
of my Liberty and my Life, to make. it appear, that without an Alte-' 


* 


muſt be inevitable, N 
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fave my 'KING and COUNTRY from inevitable Dorus e 


For, in my Fudgment, if we fuffer France to get another Crop of our: 


menſe Expenſe to SR for à vigorous War, the Defirudtion” 
Py TY 1 e | 5 8 
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My Lord, and Gentlemen. 70 1 
Poor Moſt Obedient, 5 i 
Samuel Webber. 
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If this Remonſtrance had produced, as he might very reaſonably 
, an Addreſs to his MA] EST, and a Petition to the Parlia> 

ment, ſuch is the juſt Influence of their Example over other Boroughs, 
it would not have been in any one's Power to have prevented other 
Addreſſes and Petitions from following Weirrnr. 

The Citizens of Lender are ſo worthy a Body of Men, and 
have acted with ſo much pradent Zeal for the publick.Good, I have 
the moſt affectionate and reſpectful Regard for them; but I cannot - 
but expreſs ſome Degree of Amazement, as well as Concern, that 
upon ſo prlſing ape moving an Application, they ſhou'd do nothing 
at all in an Affair that much better deſerved their Notice than any 
Thing elſe that ever did, or even can come before hem. As I-am . 


\ add .. 0 4 U 


unwilling to part with any Share of that Eſteem for them, which 


this Conduct in a Manner as little to their Diſadvantage as 3 3 
— 


has given me ſo much Pleaſure, I am endeavouring to account for : 


I immediately took the Benefit of an Obſervation of Mr. 8 
and Mr. London's; they obſerve, that the Woollen Trade has been V 
ſo long loſt, that the very Know/edge of what it was in its Glory, * 


and of its v Importance, not only to the Proſperity, but to the 
very Being of the Nation, is loſt with it. Bat ſo much good Senſe, 


as they have ſhewn on other Occaſions, ſhou'd have led them to 


read what had been written upon ſuch a Subject, and to hear what 7 
the Proje&or had to ſay when he ſo fairly offar d to explain, and fo | 


confidently undertook to defend, whatever * unintelligible, 


or incredible. Whether any will gite themſelves the Trouble to 


read what I have taken the Pains. to write, or what Effect it may 


have 1 cannot fay 5 but I can call God to witneſs, that I write 


with full Conviction, and with the utmoſt upright Intention; not 


» 


from any perſonal 8 or with any Party Views. 1 

am entirely ſatisfied that the King and the Nation muſt unavojdably 

be undone, | unleſs an immediate Stop be put to the Exportation of - 
our Wool, and that nothing but an - Regiftry in Charter can : 


* 


W 


 efeftmally to do it, I gave'a Hint that this honeſt and ingenieus Fre- 
jector ſeems to be raiſed) up by a particular Act of Providence to ſave 
us from Ruin. He has found out what no could contrive, 


Time; and this Scheme is far, very far (of my own K 
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tha? many have rack'd their Invention ever fince Queen E — 
ſpeak it) from being all that he can propoſe to the Government for 
the Intereſt of his Maje/ly, and the Welfare of the Community. In 
ſhort, I never yet converſed with any one who ſeems to me to un- 
derſtand Trade and Commeyce in general ſo well, or how to improve 
the Trade and Intereſt of this Kingdom in particular; and I never 
yet met his Superior, hardly his Equal, in Integrity. He was told 
that he would, bat once, repent his not coming into the Propoſals 
that have been made him, but not the 200 Millions that we might 
have ſav'd by keeping our Wool at Home; not the more than 
twice that Sum, 81 France has acquir d by getting it; nothing 


can make him repent his having endeavour d to ſave his King and 
Country from Ruin. : e | EST, 


I find it a common Objection, even among thoſe who wiſh well 
to their Country, that if we hinder France: from having our l, 
they'll declare a War with us, and we thall be very much 4ifreſſed 


_* by ſuch a War. A War, I grant, may be the Conſequence, tho” 
a War declar'd, by France, on ſuch an Occafion, would be as no- 


torious a Violation of common Juſtice as ever was practiſed, I will 
not ſay by any Chriftian Nation, but by any Nation that profeſs'd 


| 72 Principles of Morality. Becauſe we will not ſuffer them to be 


Thieves and ffeal our Wool, will they turn open Robbers, and take 
it by Force? | Becauſe we will not fuffer them to have the naſt va 
luable Part of the Products of our Country, to which we have an 


abſolute Right, will they violently take the <vhoſe, make Slaves 


of us, or defiroy us? And ſhall we tamely reſign up our All, and 
Ourſelves, to the Demands of anjufl Violmce, without ore Struggle 
for it? If we are in a weak Condition 25 Year, we ſhall be in 
a much weaker the next Year, upon the preſent Footing. If 
France be ſo ſtrong now, let them have our Vol, and they'll be 
ſtronger every Day, and therefore the ſooner. they quarrel with us 
for-refaſing them our Wool, we ſhall be the better able to defend 
ourfelyes. And if we only. act deftnfively againſt Tyranny and Op- 
pre//ion, and: in Defence of the whole Proteſtant Religion, which 


depends upon the State of England, have we not the more Reaſon 


to expect the Hleſſing of Providence upon our Arms? But how can 
we be ſaid to be deftncel/eſs with a Navy of 200 Sail of Men of 


War? A War with France would, no doubt, be grievons, but would 


not the Los of our Efates, our Liberties, and our Religion be more 
grievous? For my own Part, F had rather die Sword' in Hand, 
than live ingloriouſſy; and Time has been when this was the na- 
tural Sentiment of an Egliman. How our Neighbours would 
behave in · caſe of a Rupture, it is difficult to gueſs, but how they 
ought in common Prudence to act, Common Senſe will eafily ſee. 
If France ſhould: ſubdue: Great Britain, in all human Apr ces 
nothing can prevent her from acquiring Univer/al Monarchy ; _ 

| on- 
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Conſideration will procure us Allies, in Time of need, the we have 
been told, we have none at preſent. I do not mention any Reaſons 
of Gratitude for former Services, becauſe they will weigh but little 
in the Scale, but their own Deſtruction being the ary Conſe- 
of ours, ſurely they might be prevail'd on to lay aſide their 
calouſy, and unite againft the common Enemy. The Balance of 
Power muſt be either in Great-Britain, or France. If it be in France, 
we have ſeen what Uſe they'll make of it; never reſt till they 
Have got the ve of it. It was never the Aim, nor can it ever 
be the Intereſt of Great. Britain to conguer her Neighbours. Wealth 
and Power would make , only more able Friend and A/iftants. 
They have found us ſuch heretofore, and they will too ſoon, per- 
Nie repent that they have contributed towards our preſent . 
thy BE 


By Way of Concluſion, there are two Sorts of People that I 


' would apply myſelf to. Thoſe who really mean to ſtop Wool, 


and thoſe who do not. It may ſeem to ſome a very ſtrange Sup- 
poſition to imagine that there can be any Man in England fo ig- 
norant, as not to know that the Exportation of it muſt be our 
Ruin; or that any private Conſiderations ſhould be able to induce 
any one that has Reaſon and Humanity about him knowingly to 
conſent to the Ruin of his Country. If this Pamphlet ſhould fall 
into the Hands of any ſuch, I would deſire them, if they pretend 
that they do not mean to beggar us“, and to give us up a Prey to 
our Enemies, to anfwer what I have ſaid in a rational Way; (I 
defy them to do it) for, . Mr. Webber a Madman, and his 
Scheme a wild and impractieable Chymæra, will not ſtop the Pro- 
eſs of our growing Poverty and Weakneſs, nor prevent the Con- 
| gences of our Inability to defend our ſelves againſt Forei 

Power. Will Party Prejudice fill the Hungry, or cloath the naked ? 
Will it maintain Fleets and Armies? Can we 4vithout Force de- 
fend our ſelves againſt Force? Or does Strength conſiſt in Weakneſs ? 
There is no Medium, therefore, If they are not for ſtopping of 
Wool, they muſt intend (if they have any Thought at all about 
the Conſequence of exporting it) to give up the King and the Na- 
tion to France, ſince that is plainly the neceſſary Conſequence. I 
would aſk them, then, upon what Inducement they would give us 
up? Or, how can it be their perſonal Intereſt to do it? A few Peo-' 
P e, perhaps, might get by ſach a Change of the Government, 
but it is impoſſible that the Generality of thoſe who /zem to be diſin- 
clin'd to the ſtopping of Wool ſhould find their Account in it, or 


expect to live ſo happily under a French Viceroy, and French 


: Laws, as they may do under our own Government, adminifter'd 
3 3 


It can be proved that a certain Perſon made no Scruple, many 
_ Years ago, to declare a French Government to be the beſt, that the 
Nation ought to be kept poor, in order to be kept humble; and that 
he would act agreeable to his Opinon 3 and his ſubſeguent Conduct 
_ hath but too ſtrongly prov'd the Sincerity of his Declaration. 5 


— 


dy @ Proteſtant Prince, in ſuch Plenty as we might abound in if we 
would but take proper Meaſures for the Recovery of our Trade“. 
As to thoſe who are ſincere Friends to their Country, and are 
convinced of the abſolute Neceſſity of putting a Stop to the Expor. 
tation of our Wool to Foreigners, and yet are as indolent, unactive, 
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and.unconcern'd about it, as if it were a, Matter of little Weight, 


not how to, reconcile their Conduct to Common-Sen/e, or how. to 
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or that. may as. well be done at any other Time as now, I know + 


apply myſelf to ſuch inconfſtent People. If, by their Folly, they 


were to ruin only themſelves, they would hardly deſerve. the Com- 


paſſion of a wiſe Man ; but it is extremely hard and provoking, 


that thoſe who are awake and willing to exert themſelves for their 


Preſervation, ſhould, in ſpite of all that they can do, be yet an- 
done, becauſe they cannot rouze others out of their Lethargy. If 
they do not fully underſtand the Nature of the Scheme, why de 
they not take more Pains to be better inform'd, or have the Mo- 
deſty to give a little Credit to thoſe who are better acquainted with 
it. If, upon a thorough Examination, they 4i//i#s any Part of it, 
why do they not immediately conſult together about proper Amend- 
ments? Bur, what Reaſon have they to queſtion the Expediency of a 


| Charter which his Majeſty granted by, and with the Advice of his 
. Privy Council, upon the moſt mature Conſideration ? At leaſt, 


why do they not petition his Publick Council, the Parliament, to 
take the Matter into heir Conſideration ; eſpecially as it is well 


known that ſeveral of the moſt able Men in the Houſe have de- 
Clared their good Opinion of it, and their Perſuaſion that we muſt - 
be undone unleſs Wool be ſtopp'd? Why I ſay, did they not 


humbly, but importunately defire their Repreſentatives to paſs a 


Law for the Execution of it, or think of a better Scheme? And 
why do they not addreſs his Majeſty to call them together for that 


Purpoſe? Can the Parliament poſſibly meet upon a Buſineſs of 
more Moment to his Majeſty and the B ? Are 28 Millions, 


loſt by. us every Vear, and above twice as much gain'd by our 
Enemies, ſuch a Trifle, that we can ſaſely let Seſſion after Seſſion 


ſlip without putting a Stop to this fatal Evil? Did our F — 
| : | place 


Buy 


i a very great Misfortune that Trade is Jo little underſtood, 
and ſo greatly deſpiſed by mam Gentlemen of Eſtates, becagſe they 


 _ eannot be diſpoſed io make proper Laws for the Encouragement of what 


they neither value, nor underſtand. But ſuch Perſons would do ae 


zo conſider that Trade is ſo much the ſupport of their Eſtates, that 
they would te worth nothing without it. It highly concerns our Ho- 
zourable Repreſentatives, in Point of Intereſt, to acquire juft Notions 


| it; and may God diſpoſe thoſe Noblemen who have Acceſs to the 


Throne 70 inſtil them inta his Majeſty. His Readineſs to encourage 
Trade appear'd from his Grant to Mr. Webber, Cc. but 4 it were 
poſſible to ſuppoſe that he could imbibe the wicked and weak Poſition 


advanced by one of his Subjects, both his Majeſty and the whole Nation 
muſt be ſacrificed by it. - | | 
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e place Wool-packs in the Houſe of Lordi, to remind them of the Fee 


In the Name of 55 is ſenfible and prudent, what can 55 > I 5 2 i 


ſery'd, or gs 4: over all Zzrope ? Whether the People be able | l 
to pay their Tithes and Offerings? AmTwarm? Iam. The Cauſe 8 
deſerves it. Our all is at Stake; and, if loſt, can never be retriev'd. p 
If I have exaggerated, let any one ſhew it, and I dare promiſe to j 
throw away my Pen, and engage neyer to get another to diſturb the N 
Publick with. e 150 e = 
; That this Pamphlet may not be unknown, I am determin'dto 8 
circulate; at my own Expence, at leaſt a Thouſand of them ; and if. | 
any one, after reading it, ſhall be diſpoſed to give away any in pro- =_ 
Places, he ſhall have a Dozen at half Price, Ee 


Whether the Citizens of Londen will follow my Example by cir- 5 I 
culating ſome of them among their Correſpondents in the Country, - | 
er Friends in Tsun; or whether any others, of Ability to do it, 
will give any Thing towards ſaving their Country and themſelves 
from Ruin, they only muſt determine. I haye done the. utmoſt in 
my Power, and what I have done cannot be altogether fruitleſs, be- 

_ cauſe it will give me Peace of Mind, and enable me to bear my 
_ of any Calamities which I could not hinder with the more 
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1 
＋ is now about Three Months fince I firſt publiſhed this Pam- 


a. ſufficient Anſwer to the Objections that have been made a- 
gainſt it. For, as it has fallen into the Hands of ſuch Variety 
Readers, the. moſt Knowing and Acute, as well as the Tono- 
rant and Tnattentive, and yet the more it has been read, the more it 
has been approv'd ; This is the higheſt preſumptive Argument that the 
Fa#s are true, in the general, and the Reafſonings from them con- 
elufive. But it may not be improper to take fome ſhort Notice of 
<vhat has been ſaid by Friends and Enemies in Diminution of it. 


SOME avere fond of making Exceptions, not out of any wicked 
De/ign, but only to fhew their Penetration and Fudgment. Of 
This Impertinent Kind have I met with ſeveral, in Coffee- 
Houſes and Clubs, wwho, from mere Vanity, have depreciated a 
Work while they were commending it, and thrown cold Water 
„pon a Defign, which, at the ſame Time, they could net -but ac- 
knowledge to be neceſſary to the Safety of the Nation. A Conduct 
rot very equitable, with regard to the Good Intention of the Wri- 
rer, or any ways prudent, with regard to the Succeſs. of the Per- 


formance ; both which Conſiderations ſhould have induced every b. 


neſt and grateful Reader to read with Candour, to paſs over any 
Hiitle incidental Slips - the Sake of the many Seaſonable, Impor- 
tant Truths advanced in it; and, inſtead of 77 its Credit 


and ob ſtructing its Influence becauſe they think it not a perfect 

Piece, to recommend and forward it becauſe they own it to be 

right in the main, and ſuch as may be the Means of doing Good 

Service in This Time of Danger. I ſhould think, alſo, that com- 

ron Modeſiy ſhould be a reaſonable Motive to diſtruſt in all Caſes 

that are not very clear, foraſmuch as it may commonly be 4555 _ 
| | poſed 


pblet, and the many Thouſands of them that have been ſold, are 
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7 as are „ to write in the Service of their King aud. Ceri 
gualh  abJurd are t js er, in Juch dee Pain for four. 
obs Calculations ſhogl, be Jet too high, auen they" are convinced © 
h es Maw gre, in fad,  bigh enough to Ran ws.” "In Calculations 
be + bit Nature it is ab/o, e 7 impofſihle m be prrfedtly accurate, 
| uſe the Facts, ipen which they are grounded, aw ance ent 
— 4, M the. Miener and the mere. * 3 
— that 29, 2 25 rather Rage 25 "Lox tos high. #o 
car ay Packs, Pack: of Woo art growing yedrly 
9 2 4 and Ireland? . 10 fall Number, bord mayy 
> ns the Woollen Maumfacturies, in Good Times, <vould Bap? 
owe "of both we know enough to be affer', that if France. mazy- 
Sadures.our Wool for PI and we loſe the Trade, as wve aftaally — 
22 We * 2 Beggars, and the Freneh our Maſters," 
2 . this. But; m ov 2 French Tos 
attempt it, tho' 4 5 
5 ie, thy ove ready 3526 7 Wind our Grade age, 
—_—— France has got it, 5, the Moan of vie Wael oven the 
+ Gazetteer -will not offer 40 deny 3 and, I preſumt, a Fat mus be 
antorious which That Writer 1 afham'd to Hey, when the 70 
_ vial of it uu 3 zwe bis Purpoſi: On' the contrazy; fince be 
cam any are 6. Nati out of” their Senſs, and mate 
them believe are in as. four; a Condition as ever, he late. 
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Ab V% or the. Folly.of thoſe welt- meaning Dupe: who reeat be 


Mol, "wwe need go no farther, for the: Reaſon of it, than to ont of 
- "he Facts, related in the Narrative. Mr. Webber, the | Reader 

may remember, carried a Letter (which he received from France, 
and Which gave an Account that the Fzzncn, by Aon. 


"MENT, were to have ag much of our Wool as they would) to 
the Secretary of State's Office; who, inſtead of communicatirlg 
the Letter to the King and Council, only told Mr. Webber thut 
s VE I March. Tg th Secretary of 


State did not think the Letter evorth . Notice, no dbubt the Par- 
liament aol, and either puniſh Mr. Webber for pablißbing ſuci 


4 Falſbood, or cenſure ſuch a Negle? of his Majzftly's and the 
Nation's Interefl. No wonder Cuſtom - Houſe Officers , 
' comicve at the Deftruftign of their Country, <vhen 'a ſuperior 
Oer paſſes over ſuch Informations in filence. And, unleſs thert pe 
ſuch an Agreement, I dare pawn my Lift upon it, that the Ex- 


- * pertation of our Wool may be prevented, and that Mr: Webber's _ 
Scheme, of an Univerſal . Regittry in Chatter, vill 75 to the 
7 | 


Parliament not only prafticable, but 2. plain, familiar, aud a- 

of beneficial E ffeckt, that, 
if it be carried into Execution, it will put This Nation in a mort 
" floarifoing Way than ever it was in before, And what Reaſon pve 
abe o think that the Parliament will not immediately enter won 
- &. Confideration of an Aﬀair upon which both the Well-being” and 
the very Being of the Nation depends? If it were poſſible ld fud- 
- poſe ¶ aubich I never can, ar wi Suppoſe of Bis Intentions, however 
«Plain I may think the Tendency of his Meaſures) rhat a Prime- 
[Miniſter could mean to give up the Nation and his Maſter to Fo- 
+ reigners, - he could never make it the Intereſt of our Repreſenta- 
- tives to do it, any more than he could prevail upon them iv ſacri- 
Ace the publick 10 their PUY Advantage. No doubt, French 
Money, on ſuch an Occafion, pla not be wanting, if” any of the 


' honourable Members would accept of it; but, can any Bribe make 


it worth a Wiſe Man's while to Ruin his Eftate, and make bim- 
fell and Family Slaves, after having ſo long taſted of the Saueeti 


e Liberty and Plenty? Would a Penſion, or @ Place, for tao or 


- three Years, be a Compenſation for . perpetual Subjection to Arbitrary 


Power, perhaps for Baniſhment, perhaps for wo xs x Perſecution? Sach. 


: @ Suppofition is as great an Imputation upon the Com mon-Senſe, as 
"of 
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elf, our worthy Members will voluntarily intitle themſelves ts = 
andiredre/ſing their 2 before they. can baue an O 
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i cut ebe Power of Bri | 
im 4 Seat in another Parliament; ; r T. frrſuads 1 


Scheme, and 
zo purtbaſe 
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of them. But, if any other Security, befides the onour ä 
Wiſdom of a Britiſh Hoe of Commons, were au ts 
us ta and ſafe, wwe haus the Honour and Wiſdom of " the _ 
- Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, «who A never fit . 


een and Favour of their Country by anticipating any 


" avhile big- Maje , Ws Welfare of : the wwhole Nation, 2 


aubole Proteftant Tel En » the Liberties of all Europe, are in juch 
Imminent Danger 0 . feeallewed | up by the growing Strength 


of France, but wi bit Majefly of the eee, Condition, | 
Le hs tn; avted_ ths" ſes of it, and adviſe him to tale ſpeedy 
. Meaſures to prevent a General Ruin. If what I have writtew- 


contribute any thing towards it, I ſhall think I have lid 


enough to Glory, after hawing been an Iuſtrument in tbe Hande 
of Providence to ſerve all thoſe valuable Interfit. A, 1 did, be- 


fore 1 — the Pamphlet, or he Poſtſcript, humbly beg God's 


Aſeftance ; fo 2 written them in the beft manner 1 7 * 8 


ao — * * to give 9 o TK | 
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v. 5. Mr. Webber lives 3 in E DP BY: 8 8 ; 
and will be ready to appear to anſwer to any of the: Fats, 
: mentioned under his Name; or to — any Perſons in any. 


OP I his Scheme. 
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